
Principal’s Message 

With the third quarter already coming to an end, warmer weather on the 
way, and Spring Break just around the corner, I hope this newsletter finds 
you well! As always, please be sure to skim through the entire newsletter. 
 

State Assessments: 
The State Testing window officially opens Monday, March 16th, right at the 
beginning of Spring Break, although our testing here at Northwest won’t be-
ing until the week after. Northwest Staff have worked diligently to plan a 
testing schedule that will allow students to give their best effort on State As-
sessments with minimal interruption to their course work. 
 

Specific State Assessment Window by subject: 
Science: March 23rd – 27th 
English: Apr il 6th – 17th 
Math: Apr il 20th – 29th 

 

All 11th graders will take the Science state assessment in late March, and all 
10th graders will take the English and Math assessments in April. Please 
partner with us by encouraging your student to do his/her best and give 
100% effort on their state assessments! 
 

March 8th Time Change: 
Just a friendly reminder to all of Grizzly Nation, on Sunday, March 8th, we 
“Spring Forward” and lose one hour. If you forget to do this you’ll be late to 
school on Monday, March 9th! 
 

Graduation:  
It seems like a long way off, but Graduation will be here before you know it. 
Please put Wednesday, May 13th, on your calendar for Northwest’s 42nd 
Graduation Ceremony at Koch Arena on the WSU Campus at 7pm. Doors 
will open at 6pm. If you have any questions about graduation, please don’t 
hesitate to contact the school at 973-6000. 
 

As always, thank you to parents and families for being a part of our greater 

Northwest Family! Thank you for sending your students to us, for entrusting 

this great responsibility upon us. Together we will do all that we can to best 

prepare your students for college or career. Together we will demonstrate 

Pride, Respect and Excellence in all that we do! 
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March 

4 Blood Drive @8am-
1pm in Auxiliary 
Gym 

8 Daylight Savings 
Time: set clocks 
forward one hour 

9 Grizzly Pride Meet-
ing @6:30pm in 
Library 

10 Spring Choir Concert 
@7pm in Auditorium 

11 Spring Sports Pic-
tures @3:30pm in 
Gym 

12 Spring Sports Pep 
Assembly @2:30pm 
in Gym 

 Concerto Concert 
 @7pm in Auditorium 

13 No School—Non- 
Teaching Duty Day 

16- No School-Spring  
20 Recess 
 
23 Project Grad meeting 

@7pm in Library 

27 Career Fair @1pm in 
Commons 

30 Student of the Month 
Celebration @ 
2:30pm in Library 

31 Band Spring Concert 
@7pm in Auditorium 
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Northwest Blood Drive 
Northwest’s annual Blood Drive is Wednesday, March 4 from 8am-1pm in the auxiliary gym.  Parents, 
students, and staff are encouraged to schedule a lifesaving appointment at 
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=Northwest.  Donors must be at least 
16 years old.  Donors who are 16 must also bring a signed parental consent form 
https://www.redcrossblood.org/content/dam/redcrossblood/controlled-documents/Parental-Consent-
Blood-Donation-EN.pdf.  All donors must bring a photo ID.  Drink plenty of water and eat regular meals 
prior to your donation.  Please contact Paul Kitchen if you have any questions.  pkitchen@usd259.net  

Soccer Showcase Games 
Girls’ soccer will open their season with a match against the Alumni on Thursday, 
March 12.  Showcase games kickoff at 6 pm with the JV Game and the Alumni 
Game at 7:15 pm. 
 

Project Grad News 
SPIRIT NIGHT 

Join us for Spirit Night at Ziggy’s Pizza on Thursday, March 5 from 4-9 p.m. Project Grad will receive 
a percentage of sales. 

 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO JOIN A PROJECT GRAD COMMITTEE 

Senior Parents….Have you signed up for a committee yet?  It’s not too late!! 

Check In:  Lynn Deckinger 

Decorations:  Donell Leopold 

Entertainment:  Donya Rawlings 

Food:  Laura Lund 

Prizes:  Cristine Garrett and Monica Givens 
 

LUNCH SALE DONATIONS NEEDED 

*Water and pop 

*Baked cookies (2 per regular sandwich bag, please) to be sold at lunch 
 

NEXT MEETING DATE 

Our next meeting will be March 23rd at 7 p.m. in the commons. We hope to see you there. 
 

National Honor Society 
Are you a freshman, sophomore, or junior who wants to be in National Honor 
Society? Check out www.nhs.us/students to find out more about all that NHS 
membership has to offer! If you have a cumulative GPA of at least 3.25 and you do 
community service, NHS is for you! Applicants must complete both the form and 
community service by April 1st to be considered for membership. Applications are 
now available in room C3. Questions? Email Mrs. Buteyn: mbuteyn@usd259.net  

Follow us! @nhs_northwest on Twitter 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=Northwest
https://www.redcrossblood.org/content/dam/redcrossblood/controlled-documents/Parental-Consent-Blood-Donation-EN.pdf
https://www.redcrossblood.org/content/dam/redcrossblood/controlled-documents/Parental-Consent-Blood-Donation-EN.pdf
mailto:pkitchen@usd259.net
http://www.nhs.us/students
mailto:mbuteyn@usd259.net
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Students of the Month 
Northwest staff believes that students who stand out for their good deeds and work in the classroom or within the 
school deserve recognition. Therefore, each month, faculty and staff are asked to nominate and vote for students 
from each grade level who they believe are most deserving of this award. The winners, their parents and two 
friends are invited to a reception in their honor, receive a “Jump the Line” pass to jump to the front of the lunch 
line for the school year and a certificate for a free item from the Bear Necessities Store. Below are our winners for 
February:  

FRESHMAN  

Luis Piedra is not only a hard worker in the classroom, but a good citizen as well. One day as I was 
walking into school with my daughter, it was obvious I was feeling flustered. My hands were full 
of her stuff and mine, and Luis happened to be right there in the hallway. He offered to help me get 
my keys out of my bag and open the door to my classroom. It was a small gesture, but it meant a 
lot to me! Jennifer Pickler 

 

SOPHOMORE 

Morgan Miller is in my AVID 2 class.  Last year Morgan was very quiet.  This year she has come 
out of her shell.  She helps the students in my class when they have a question on their home-
work.  She always helps with our community serve projects and has a positive attitude.  She makes 
sure the people around her have a smile on their face. Ann Burgett 

 

JUNIOR 

Kaleb Coleman comes in each day with a smile on his face, ready to work hard . He enjoys being 
challenged both in the classroom and on the field. He’s the first to ask questions in class and al-
ways willing to work in a group setting. Mara Harvey 

 

SENIOR 

Gracyn Ross is an amazing young woman who is involved in several activities here at Northwest. I 
feel that she exemplifies our core values of PRIDE, RESPECT and EXCELLENCE. Gracyn has 
been involved in Grizzlies for Change all four years at Northwest as well as a member of the dance 
team. She also has taken a rigorous course load and maintained above a 3.5 GPA. I admire her 
drive and her ability to manage her time in order to complete whatever it is she needs to complete. 
She is not afraid to put in the hard work in order to accomplish her goals. Tiffany Houle 

 

99% Award 
The Wichita School Board recognizes students with the 99% Award who are “doing the right things” but who 
would not be recognized via other means, i.e. academics or athletics. Some students have overcome obstacles on 
their road to success; others are just very quiet in their daily pursuits. 

The criteria for student selection is: 
 90% attendance 

 Passing all courses  

 No discipline referrals 
 

The NWHS 99% Award Winner is Jaydenn Eckels, nominated by Charlie Bartsch. 
Jaydenn gets very little credit for all of the amazing things she does or for being an amaz-
ing person. She is always in class and working hard which contributes to the fact that she 
more than “passes” her classes. Jaydenn has a 3.85 GPA throughout high school and never 
turns in work that is inferior. Jaydenn is a solid supporter of her friends and family. She 
steps up and takes care of those around her. She knows when and how to appropriately 
take charge of leadership opportunities. She is helpful, respectful, and absolutely awe-
some!  
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Counseling News 
 SENIOR INFORMATION 

SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION 

There are already scholarship opportunities available for the class of 2020. Check out: 
http://www.usd259.org/Page/10764 for a link to the College Career Center Scholarship Page. If you have 
questions or need assistance, please contact Teketa Paschal, College Career Coordinator at 
tpaschal1@usd259.net or 973-6058. 

 

NORTHWEST TRANSCRIPT REQUEST PROCEDURE  

Northwest High School utilizes the Parchment Transcript Electronic System to deliver transcripts electronically 
to community colleges, colleges and universities. 

To utilize Parchment, the student must create an account at www.parchment.com. From there, the student will 
be able to request that his/her transcript be sent to the school of his/her choice. Please allow 24 hours for the 
request to be processed.   

You must use your student’s LEGAL NAME in order to process transcripts. 

Paper transcripts will only be printed for scholarship applications.   

 

ACT  TEST DATES: 2019-2020 

Test Dates Registration Deadlines  Late Registration Fee Deadline 

April 4th  February 28th  March 13th  

June 13th   May 8th  May 22nd   

July 18th  June 19th  June 26th  

Register online at www.actstudent.org; our school code is 173214.  See Mrs. Tibbetts or Ms. Paschal if you are 
on free or reduced lunch and need a fee waiver. 
 

ACT PRACTICE 

Need some help practicing for the ACT? Check out the new ACT Academy at www.act.org/academy. 

This FREE resource provides your student with videos, practice tests and personalized pacing guides to help 
them get the best score possible!  

 

WICHITA STATE UNIVERSITY ACT PREP WORKSHOPS 

All workshop dates are on Saturdays: 
*ACT Prep: 8 a.m. to noon 
  ACT Math: 9 a.m. to noon 
Fee: $32 for ACT Prep / $25 for ACT Math 

Registration can be done online at:  www.registerblast.com/wsu   
For paper registration, please call: 316-978-3440 

SENIOR NEWS 

Seniors need to keep in mind that failing a class required for graduation during the second semester 
will mean that they will NOT be able to participate in the graduation exercises on May 13th. 
Teachers have informed me over and over again, poor attendance is the cause of most of the failed 
courses. The solution is quite simple: ATTEND CLASS!!! I urge each and every one of you to be-
come very active in your student’s high school career. Parent involvement and parent expectations  

http://www.usd259.org/Page/10764
mailto:tpaschal1@usd259.net
http://www.parchment.com/
http://www.actstudent.org
http://www.act.org/academy
http://www.registerblast.com/wsu


SENIOR NEWS CONT’D. 

have strong relationships to high student achievement. Your student may be 18 years of age, but that does 
not automatically give them the maturity required to see the importance of attending each and every class 
and completing the required work. 

In the event that your senior does fail a course second semester, Summer School and Learning Center will 
be available for make-up credit. Although participation in graduation exercises will not be possible, a di-
ploma can still be earned. The high school diploma is still the ticket to a successful future. If you have 
questions about your student’s status, please call Scott Cathey @ 973-6016 or at scathey@usd259.net. 

MAKING UP CREDITS 

There are several options for students who need to make up credits for graduation. If your student is an 
underclassman, please encourage him/her to make up the course in summer school. 
 
SUMMER SCHOOL/LEARNING CENTER  

Summer School information will be available in the Guidance office in mid-March. 

Learning Center is another alternative for students to make-up credit. Learning Center courses are comput-
er based and students must pass courses at 70% or higher to earn credit.  

Courses currently being taken in the Learning Center must be completed by May 8th for any senior plan-
ning to graduate on May 13th. See your counselor for more information if you are interested in any of 
these options.  

PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE WITH XELLO 

Helping students plan for their futures is the goal of Individual Plan of Study.  To facilitate this, all stu-
dents at Northwest have a career and life planning app called Xello. 

Xello can be located by going to portal.usd259.net and using their district login.  Xello has an interest in-
ventory, entitled “Matchmaker” as well as a personality style inventory.  Careers are suggested and stu-
dents can investigate careers as well as post-secondary education that is needed for their goals. 

This school year, each grade level has three different lessons that help students start to plan and investi-
gate their future. Students are working on Xello in their Advocacy class, but can access this account any-
where they have internet access.  Ask your student to see their Xello account. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
March Lunch and Learn – Software Development Management, Accounting and Networking  
Date: March 11th 
Where: CCC (College and Career Center A24) 
When: Lunch 12:16 – 1:00pm 
Students from all grade levels are invited to come to the CCC to hear information regarding careers. This is a per-
fect opportunity to gain first-hand knowledge about a career you may be interested in. Interested students can stop 
by the CCC in A-24 to sign-up or to register your student in advance, please contact Teketa Paschal @ 
tpaschal1@usd259.net or 973-6058.  
 
Northwest Career Fair 2020 on March 27th from 1:30pm-3:00pm  
Companies such as Textron, Tanganyika Wildlife Park, the Wichita Bar Association and many more will be in 
attendance for your student to speak with professionals regarding their careers. There will be time during class 
for students to attend if they would like. This Career Fair is aimed at our Sophomores and Juniors but Seniors are 
certainly welcome to attend. 
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Counseling News cont’d. 



MARCH COLLEGE REPRESENTATIVE VISITS TO NORTHWEST 

Wichita State University  ........... Tuesday ............ 3/3 

 

Throughout the school year various college admissions representatives will be at Northwest during Advocacy 

from (2:28– 3:10) to visit with any junior and senior student interested in learning more about a particular insti-

tution. Interested students MUST get a pass in the CCC (College and Career Center) A24 before the day of the 

visit. 
 

COLLEGE VISITS 

Juniors and Seniors have the opportunity to visit college campuses for 2 days during the school year 

that can be school related absences.  Just follow these steps. 

 Set up the visit with the college of your choice on the college website. 

 Schedule the visit 2 weeks in advance. 

 On the day of your college visit have a parent/guardian call Northwest regarding your absence for a 

college visit. 

 The following school day, bring in proof of your college visit (a business card of the college repre-

sentative that you visited with or your agenda from the day) to the guidance office and we will 

school-relate 2 absences your junior year and 2 absences your senior year. 

If you have questions regarding how to set up a college visit, please see Ms. Paschal in the CCC 

(College and Career Center) A-24. 

STUDENT AND PARENT RESOURCES  

CRISIS TEXT LINE  

Crisis Text Line serves anyone, in any type of crisis, providing access to free, 24/7 support and information via 
a medium people already use and trust: text messaging.  
How it Works:  
 Text Hello to 741741 (from anywhere in the United States 24/7.) You can text about whatever is a crisis to 

you – addiction, anxiety, assault, bullying, depression, eating disorders, self-harm, suicide etc.  

 The Crisis Counselor listens without judgement, invites you to share more, and helps you move from a hot 
moment to a cool calm. You’ll text back and forth sharing only what you feel comfortable.  

 After 2 automated responses, you’ll connect with a live trained volunteer Crisis Counselor who receives the 
text on their computer. 

 The goal of the conversation is help you find calm. That may mean sharing resources for you to check out 
for more help; sometimes it means listening.  

 It usually takes less than 5 minutes to connect you with a Crisis Counselor, maybe longer during busy times.  

 Conversations usually end when you and the Crisis Counselor feel comfortable that you’re in a “cool”, safe 
place, after 15 – 45 minutes.  

 

PARENTS HELPING PARENTS  

Are you dealing with a child of any age abusing alcohol or other drugs? You are not alone. “Parents Helping 
Parents” can help by offering hope through resources, education, and shared experience.  
Parent Meetings @ 7 pm on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month  
Reflection Ridge Golf Course Clubhouse, 7700 W. Reflection Road, Wichita, KS 67205  
779-444-3380 wichita@parentshelpingparents.info 
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Counseling News cont’d. 

mailto:wichita@parentshelpingparents.info
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From the Health Office 


